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part, was still, no doubt, under the impression that the
Waverers might frighten the Ministry so far as to
induce them to leave out of their measure the
principles which the King thought harmful, but which
the people ardently desired to establish. The King,
therefore, delayed and delayed ; and Lord Grey could
not obtain any promise from him.

The Bill came on for second reading in the
House of Lords on gth of April, and the Duke of
Wellington spoke out as strongly against the measure
as he had spoken against the First Reform Bill
brought in by the Government. He was, however,
much more indiscreet in this speech than he had been
on the former occasion, and he went so far as to
declare his conviction, that the King himself was not
in favour of any such measure of Reform as his
Ministers were endeavouring to force upon the House
of Lords. The Duke, indeed, exceeded himself in his
indiscretion on this occasion ; for he declared his full
belief, that if the King's real feelings only could be
made known to the country, Lord Grey would never
have the slightest chance of passing such a measure as
that which he had been reckless enough to introduce
to Parliament. The Waverers, however, were not
altogether satisfied with the rash declarations of the
Duke of Wellington, and they supported the second
reading, and thus enabled the reading to be carried
by a majority of nine. Thus they satisfied their
purpose and their policy by enabling the Government
to carry their measure another stage ; while, at the
same time, making it clear to the Opposition that if
the Government refused to give way on some material